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Helmore, (Edgar Lucas House)

Architectural Survey File

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-
chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment.
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BA 1597 c. 1845
Helmore

901 Greenspring Valley Road

Brooklandville, Md., 21022

private

Helmore ig a large house of the Greek-revival period, cirea 1845, unusual
in its square proportiong. This large stone house contains most of the
original interior detailing., Two projecting stone foundations against
the north foundation of the servicé wing appear to relate to former
exterior chimneys. The house was built by a descendant of Captain John
Cockey who was born in 1681, For over a century the property on which
Helmore was built was part of the old Cockey homestead.
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HELMORE is a two and one-half storey stone house, stuccoed,
three bays square with a truncated pyramidal roof. Its principal ik
facade is to the north and a two storey service wing extends to the CE
west; of frame covered with stucco its stone foundation indicates
two bu11d1ng periods, the joint falling between the easterly four
bays and the westerly two. Two projecting stone foundations against
the north foundation of the service wing appear to relate to former

ol

sawn first floor framing. The main house measures approximately 45
feet square and it dates from the Greek-revival period ca. 1840-1850.
The earlier easterly four bays of the service wing measure approxi-
mately 162 by 375z feet and all visible elements including the first
floor framing and interior details date from the twentieth century
but the proportions and chimney foundations suggest the possibility
of earlier construction.

The truncated pyramidal roof with its three dormers in each
facade was reconstructed in the early twentieth century. A pair of
chimneys rises through the westerly slope near the top deck. Origi-
nally these were matched by another pair through the easterly slope;
the northeast chimney has been removed in its entirety but the south-
east chimney remains, with its fireplace, within the house.

A wide entrance hall is centered in the house, extending
to the south approximately two-thirds the depth of the house. The
principal staircase rises with intermediate landings in its own hall
off the southwest corner of the center hall. A square room is north
of the stair hall and west of the center hall. Formerly there were
two rooms east of the center hall, one square matching its north-
westerly counterpart and one smallish room in the center corresponding
to the staircase; and a chimney rose between them. The dividing par-
tition and chimney have been removed to create one large room east of
the center hall. A large room is in the southeast corner of the house,
its east-west length including the width of the center hall. Finally
another square room is in the southwest corner and a secondary stair
rises from it immediately west of the principal stair.

Except for the removal of the partition and chimney dividing
the rooms east of the hall, most original interior detailing remains
in place: two or eight panel doors with loose echinus mouldings and




partial raises; paneled window jambs; wide cormer-block trim; mantels
with Greek Doric columns supporting a pulvinated frieze; the principal
stair with its moderately proportioned turned baluster-newel, round
walnut rail and tapered round maple balusters; the secondary stair
with its round rail and tapered square newels; and a plaster orna-
ment in the ceiling of the center hall having radiating acanthus
leaves around a lantern fixture which may also be contemporary with-
the house. .

The second storey is similar but details are simpler as
expected. Doors have six panels of the same profiles as below and
many retain Carpenter or Tildesley Carpenter-patent locks. All
details and finishes of the third storey date from the twentieth
century reconstruction of the roof.

' All visible details and finishes of the west wing date from
the early twentieth century. The first storey contains a large
kitchen with a housekeeper's living room at the west end; the second
storey contains servants' rooms. The attic is finished and its
structural members are not visible.
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prevalent.
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Helmore, & large eerly nineteenth century stone house, was built by a descendant
of Captein John Cockey (b, 1681/1683, d, prior to 22 July 1747), the first of thie

™ large family to settle in the Creen Spring Valley., TFor over a century the mroperty
on which Helmore was bullt-—portions of gggkgxlg_2§g§§ and Helmore--was part of the
0ld Cockey hrmegtead ¥mown as Orkdene (Summerfield). Put soon after the death of
its owner, Joseph C. Cockey (178A-1831), the family estete was divided and sold.

According to later land records, Joseph's brother John hasd acquired 90 acres
of the homeplace, nerhaps as partial payment on a mortgege which he and brother
William hed held on Joseph's ectete. Tt was on this land that Helmore wae built,
presumealily by John Cockey between 183) and 181, Ah 1836 map of the Valley lists
his name on the plot of land where Helmore stands, and an 18/1 advertisement, offering
the house for sale in settlement of a court case between John Cockey and CGeorge
Hopkins et al., mentioned that the house had "recently heen erected,"*

Samuel Bgfdy, a former mayor of Baltimore City, bought the Helmore estate on
15 April 18427 According to an 1841 newspaper advertisement, the first to describe
t»1s property, his Valley farm consisted of "a spacious dwelling house of stone about
45 feet gauare rough cast without, an? finighed within in the best and most modern
menner. The house ig on an eminence overloocking the farm, There 1s also a manager's
house and the usual outtuildings, a ouarry, and fruit and ornamental trees.”

A native of Delaware, Sanuel Bradg and hig wife Ann Mary Proctor Stansbury
raised eight children., Ome son, Jefferson, wass the only family member to sympathize
with the Worth during the Civil War, While serving in the Vinion Army, he was killed
at Petersturg on 21 June 1864,

The 1870 U, S, Census listed the senior Brady 2a a farmer with reel estate
holdings valued et £115,0005 Witk his ddath a year later at eiphty-two, Helmore
pasged to his son Samel,

Samue? Bredy, Jr., devoted his 1life to making Helmore a prosperous farm. His

—~ agricultural interests led him toc the nresidency of the Baltimore County Agricultural
Society., Sharing his fether's love of public affairs, he was for some years a
Paltimore County commissioner and also a meyor of Baltimore City. In 188L he repre-
sented hig district in the stete legislature,

Samiel died at Helmore in 1890 et the age of fifty-seven, ani his estate pessed
to his fami}yﬂy His wife Helen had been the daughter of Unton Slingluff who had
once lived next door at Osklene (Summerfield). Prady's son Upton Slingluff Brady
gave up his career ss a civil encineer to manage his father's Valley farm.

This Brady, as a trustee appointed insa court case between himgelf ag complaintant
and his brother 8. Proctor Brady ss défendant, sold Helmore to Jacob A. Ulman in 1902,%
Ulman was &lresiy well-known by Green Spring Valley residents-~he wes one of the
five Flkridge Hunt Club members who, in 1894, hed nronosed the running of the now
world-relmown Marylani Hunt Cun. An erdent horseman and hunter, he hecame active in
the Green Spring Valley Hunt Club and formed a close associetion with the much respected
Redmond C. Stewart of Cliffeholme.

It was Ulman, president of his family's whiskey distilling firm, who made the only
a'dition to Helmore. By aiding a wing to accomodate 2 kitchen and servants' quarters,
he increased the size of the house to twenty-one rooms, nearly all of them with fireplaees.

Tn 1934 Jacob A, TMlman and hig wife Katharine (Cary) sold Welmore and its 90
acreg to the-Suhur?en Finance Corporation, which in turn sold it to Fdgar M. Tucas
the following year.° Soon after acouiring the property, the new owner set about re-
modeling the house, "

In addition to his new Valley estate, which became a horse breeding farm, Fdgar
ILucas owns another horse farm, which he slso c¢ells Helmore, in Howard County. Fstablihhed
in the electrical contracting tusiness, Iucas is the great, grest grandson of John
Merryman, & member of & well-known Baltimore County family.
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